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BUSINESS SUSTAINABILITY GROUPS  

Introduction 

Business Sustainability Groups (BSG) are one of three interventions of the Farming for 

Sustainability – Knowledge Transfer scheme, delivering knowledge and technology 

transfer to farmers and growers through peer-to-peer learning groups. The scheme 

aims to provide support to farmers and growers to ensure that they have the knowledge 

and skills required to successfully navigate and comply with current and future 

challenges of DAERA policy, and in turn, meet the four key outcomes of the Sustainable 

Agriculture Programme: 

i. improved environmental sustainability 

ii. enhanced productivity 

iii. stronger resilience 

iv. effective functioning supply chain   

The terms and conditions below relate specifically to membership of Business 

Sustainability Group scheme. 

 

Business Sustainability Groups (BSGs) Scheme Terms and Conditions  

 

1. Administration of Business Sustainability Groups  

This programme is administered by CAFRE on behalf of the Department of Agriculture, 

Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA) and is delivered by CAFRE Advisers. 

It shall be the responsibility of participants to familiarise themselves with the scheme 

terms and conditions for payment and requirements of the programme. 

CAFRE will carry out control checks to ensure compliance with the rules of the scheme. 

 

2. Eligibility and Selection Criteria 

Eligibility Criteria 

To be eligible to apply for the BSG scheme, applicants must be: 

• a member of a valid Category 1 DAERA farm business 

• 18 years old or over at application opening date 

• willing to host a group training event 

• willing to share knowledge, experience and farm performance information with 

fellow group members 

• a member of one BSG only.  

• must not be a member of a Themed Group of same topic. 
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Applicants shall make one application only to the BSG scheme. In the event of multiple 

applications made by the same business, the first application will be progressed and 

subsequent applications will be disqualified. 

If we are unable to verify your application details against DAERA records, you will 

receive an email requesting confirmation of the required information. This information 

should be emailed to KT.Admin@daera-ni.gov.uk within five working days of the request 

to allow your application to be progressed.  

Applicants may nominate up to two other representatives of the business to attend 

training events on their behalf. The name and details of the nominees shall be 

submitted at the enrolment stage. Nominees must be 18 years old or older and must not 

be a member in their own right of the same or any other BSG. Nominees can represent 

one BSG member only.  

 

CAFRE is interested in offering some ‘women only’ Business Sustainability Groups. 

Interested female applicants can opt to join a ‘women only group’ in the relevant section 

on the application form. The formation of ‘women only’ groups will be dependent upon 

sufficient numbers of applicants in a particular enterprise and area to form a viable 

group. 

 

Selection Criteria 

CAFRE seeks to recruit further 200 applicants to Business Sustainability Groups in the 

second year of the scheme. In the event of oversubscription to the scheme, the 

following short-listing points-based selection criteria will be applied to applications. 

Points will be awarded to applications as per the points scoring criteria listed below.  

Points scoring criteria: 

• farm size measured by standard labour requirement (SLR) on a sliding scale 

from large to small (see Table 1 below – 15 to 1 points).  

For example, a farm with over 3.5 standard labour units will score 15 points, 

whilst a farm with 1 standard labour unit will score 4 points. The standard labour 

requirement of the farm business will be determined from the latest farm census 

data. * 

 

• applicant is under 40 years of age at opening date of applications, (1 point). 

 

• applicant is female (as women are under-represented), (1 point). 

 

mailto:KT.Admin@daera-ni.gov.uk
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*Standard Labour Requirements (SLR) data will only be used as part of the selection 

process in the event of scheme over-subscription. SLR figures for individual farm 

businesses will be provided by DAERA Statistics and Analytical Branch (SASB). No 

other farm census data will be requested by CAFRE or provided by SASB. 

Maximum points score is 17. 

 

Table 1. Points awarded to applications, based on farm size (standard labour 

requirement*). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*1 SLR is equivalent to 1900 hours p.a. (36.5 hours per week) 

In the event of tied scores, a method of random selection of applications will be 

employed. 

 

 

3. Application Process 

Standard Labour Requirement (SLR) Points 

≥3.5 15 

≥3.25-<3.5 14 

≥3-<3.25 13 

≥2.75-<3 12 

≥2.5-<2.75 11 

≥2.25-<2.5 10 

≥2-<2.25 9 

≥1.75-<2 8 

≥1.5-<1.75 7 

≥1.25-<1.5 6 

≥1-<1.25 5 

≥0.75-<1 4 

≥0.5-<0.75 3 

≥0.25-<0.5 2 

≥0-<0.25 1 
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Applications will be processed in accordance with the above eligibility and selection 

criteria. 

An application does not confer automatic entitlement to scheme membership.  

If there is an insufficient number of applicants to form a particular group, CAFRE may 

be unable to offer applicants a place on the BSG scheme. 

Successful applicants will receive an email confirming their application has been 

successful, a link to the membership agreement and further details on how to enrol on 

the scheme.  

A place on the scheme is not confirmed unless enrolment has been completed. By 

enrolling on the scheme, the applicant is confirming he/she and any nominees comply 

with the terms and conditions of the membership agreement.  

Applicants who have been unsuccessful will be informed via email. 

 

4. Review of Decision 

Where an application has been unsuccessful, the applicant has the right to request a 

review of  the decision. The request must be submitted in writing to kt.admin@daera-

ni.gov.uk no later than  one month of the date of the decision specifying  

(a) the name and address of the applicant; 

(b) the decision of the Department in respect of which the applicant 

seeks a review and the date of that decision; and 

(c) full particulars of the grounds upon which the review of the 

decision sought. 

 

The review of decision will be completed by  an individual (or a panel of individuals) with 

the appropriate authority to review the previous decision. CAFRE will inform the 

applicant of the decision review as soon as reasonably practicable. 

Details of the review of decision policy can be found here: The Farming for 

Sustainability Knowledge Transfer Payments Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2025 . 

 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/2025/40/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/2025/40/made

