
 

Qualifications eligible for the Growers’ Training and Support Pilot Scheme 

 

The College of Agriculture, Food and Rural Enterprise (CAFRE) has compiled a list 

of Horticulture qualifications under the Educational Attainment Selection Criterion for 

the Horticulture Pilot Scheme. Applicants can check this list to verify if the 

qualifications they hold are equivalent or above the Level 2 Practical Horticulture 

Skills Award to be accepted by DAERA for the purposes of their application.  

 

Eligible Qualifications: Horticulture  

The following qualifications in Horticulture will be considered as an appropriate 

qualification under the Educational Attainment Selection Criterion - Level 2 Practical 

Horticulture Skills Award: 

• Level 2 Work based Diploma in Horticulture  

• Level 3 Work based Diploma in Horticulture  

• NVQ Level 2 in Horticulture  

• NVQ Level 3 in Horticulture  

• College Certificate in Horticulture  

• National Certificate in Horticulture  

• City and Guilds Phase II in Horticulture  

• City and Guilds Phase III in Horticulture  

• OCN NI Level 2 Certificate Agricultural Business Operations (Horticulture)  

• OCN NI Level 2 in Horticulture  

• BTEC Level 2 in Horticulture  

• BTEC Level 3 in Horticulture  

• Level 3 Diploma in Horticulture  

• Level 3 Extended Diploma in Horticulture  

• Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma in Horticulture  

• National Diploma (ND) in Horticulture  

• Higher National Diploma (HND) in Horticulture  

• Certificate in Higher Education in Horticulture  

• Foundation Degree in Horticulture  



• Degree in Horticulture  

• M Hort RHS  

 

Non-Eligible Qualifications: Agriculture  

Qualifications in agriculture will NOT be considered as an appropriate (equivalent or 

higher) qualification under the Educational Attainment Selection Criterion, including 

the following:  

• College Certificate in Agriculture (CCA)  

• National Certificate in Agriculture (NCA)  

• Ordinary National Diploma in Agriculture (OND)  

• Level 2 Diploma in Agriculture  

• Level 2 Technical Certificate in Agriculture  

• OCN NI Level 2 Certificate in Agricultural Business Operations  

• NVQ Level 2 qualification in Agriculture (Livestock Production)  

• Level 2 Apprenticeship in Agriculture  

• Level 2 Multiskilling   

• Level 2 Work based Diploma in Agriculture  

• Advanced National Certificate in Agriculture (ANCA)  

• National Diploma in Agriculture (ND)  

• Level 3 Extended Diploma in Agriculture  

• Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma in Agriculture  

• NVQ Level 3 qualification in Agriculture  

• Level 3 Apprenticeship in Agriculture.  

• Level 3 Multiskilling  

• Level 3 Work based Diploma in Agriculture (awarded in Dairying, Beef/Sheep or 

Poultry)  

• OCN NI Level 3 Certificate in Agriculture Business Development  

• NVQ Level 4 Qualification in Agriculture  

• Level 4 Diploma Work-based Agricultural Business Management  

• Level 5 Certificate in Agriculture  

• National Certificate in Farm Mechanisation • National Diploma in Farm 

Mechanisation  



• College Diploma in Agriculture (Full Certificate)  

• Higher National Diploma in Agriculture (HND)  

• Higher National Certificate in Agriculture (HNC)  

• Foundation Degree in Agriculture and Rural Studies  

• Foundation Degree in Agriculture • Foundation Degree in Agriculture and 

Technology  

• Certificate in Higher Education in Agriculture and Rural Studies  

• Certificate in Higher Education in Agriculture  

• Bachelor of Agriculture Degree (B Agr.); BSc in Agricultural Technology  

• BSc (Hons) in Sustainable Agriculture  

• Bachelor’s Degree in Agricultural Economics and Management  

• MSc Agri-Business Management  

• Veterinary Degree Courses that include a Farm Business Management module  

 

Other Non-Eligible Qualifications:  

The following qualifications will NOT be considered as an appropriate (equivalent or 

higher) qualification under the Educational Attainment Selection Criterion:  

• Foundation Certificate in Agricultural Industries  

• BTEC HND in Food Supply Management  

• Level 2 Principles of Safe use of Pesticides (ALL)  

• Beef Quality Initiative (BQI)  

• Certificate in Management Practice  

• National Diploma Community Development  

• First Diploma in Food Technology  

• National Diploma in Food Science  

• NBAS Level 2 in Bookkeeping  

• Chartered Management Institute – Level 5 Diploma in Management  

• FETAC Level 5 in Bookkeeping  

• BSc Combined Environmental Engineering 

• BSc Environmental Sciences or equivalent   

• BSc in Animal Health and Welfare  



• MSc in Environmental Engineering  

• Veterinary Degree Courses 

 

Eligibility Queries  

The list of eligible qualifications above is not exhaustive.  

If applicants currently hold a qualification in Horticulture which is not 

contained in the above list and wish to check if it will meet the requirement for 

the Growers Training and Support Pilot Scheme, they can do so by submitting 

details on the qualification via email to kt.admin@daera-ni.gov.uk  

or write to:  

CAFRE Industry Training Administration, 45 Tirgracy Road, Muckamore, 

Antrim, Co Antrim, BT41 4PS 

 

mailto:kt.admin@daera-ni.gov.uk

