


 PhD research

The opportunity to study for a PhD on completion of 
the MSc in Communication is an option that some 
students pursue each year. This year AoibŽann Walsh 
has started research to determine the existence and 
strength of a food culture in Northern Ireland and its 
implications within the supply chain. Funded by DARD 
AoibŽann is based at Loughry Campus and will be  
presenting a research paper at a conference in Sligo 
entitled Cultural Echoes: A force for food choice today? 

AoibŽann who gained a Distinction in her MSc said 
ÒThe course has given me the conÞ dence to present 
my research in front of my peers and although 
daunting it was very enjoyable and satisfying as well.Ó

 Successful conference experience 

The full-time students organised a conference this 
semester on an environmental theme entitled - 
ÒGreening your Supply Chain: making it happenÓ. 
Attended by over 60 people from the food and 
agriculture industries the conference was a great 
success. The opportunity to take ownership for a 
practical event, managing the project from conception 
to completion, although hard work, has been very 
rewarding and the students have reported that they 
Ògained valuable experience from the process.Ó 

Communication students who organised the successful
ÔGreening your supply chain conference Ð making it happenÕ
at Loughry Campus.

Roy’s runners

For the past few years some of the students have 
taken part in a number of running events representing 
CAFRE along with their course manager Dr Roy 
Nelson. This year Rachelle Coyle, Mairaid McKenna 
and Joanna Martin took part in events in Omagh, 
Peatlands Park and also the Belfast marathon        
relay race.

Joanna Martin, Mairaid McKenna and Rachelle Coyle recovering 
after the Omagh fun run.

 Queen’s graduation 
ceremonies celebrate 
student achievement  

The QueenÕs winter graduation ceremony 
was a festive celebration for students 
studying communication programmes at 
Loughry Campus, CAFRE. Five students 
collected their MSc awards, in addition to 
the nine students who graduated in July 
2009. Students who complete their MSc 
graduate at QueenÕs winter or summer 
graduation; while those who receive 
the Postgraduate Diploma/CertiÞ cate 
or Advanced Diploma graduate at the 
Loughry Campus June ceremony.

Above:
Sinead Scott (Belfast), Maxine Irwin (Belfast), 
Rosemary OÕNeill (Belfast), Ellen McNally 
(Lurgan), Ann Kelly (Fintona) and Paul 
McCormack (Belfast) celebrate their MSc 
in Communication at QueenÕs University 
summer graduation.

Left:
Michelle Loughrey (Limavady) who completed 
her MSc in Communication, pictured with her son 
Andrew at the QueenÕs winter graduation.

 Vienna calling for 
Communication student

Over the years Loughry has developed an exchange link 
with Vienna through the ERASMUS programme whereby 
Austrian students spend the Þ rst semester in Loughry 
and Communication students complete their thesis in 
Austria over the summer months. This year Shauna Harte 
undertook a study examining peopleÕs acceptance of 
migrant workers in Austria and Northern Ireland. Shauna 
reß ected on her experiences ÒVienna is a wonderful city, 
the people are very friendly and I did get a little bit of 
free time to sample the delights on offer; going there 
certainly was one of the best decisions I have made.Ó

Below: Shauna Harte crossing the river Danube during her free 
time in Vienna.
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