2009

Dear 

PRELIMINARY BEEKEEPING COURSE

Thank you for your interest in the Preliminary Beekeeping course. This course is aimed at those people with an interest in, or who may be thinking about keeping bees. The course has both theoretical and practical sessions, and provides the trainees with the opportunity of achieving a preliminary certificate in apiculture awarded by the Federation of Irish Beekeepers’ Associations if they successfully complete the assessment. 

The contents of the course include:

· Manipulation of a colony of honeybees.

· Understanding the construction and siting of hives and colonies.

· Natural history of the honeybee and colony structure.

· Examination of the colonies cyclical calendar.

· Examination of colony diseases and signs of poisoning

· Harvesting the colony.

Courses
Courses will take place in a range of locations throughout Northern Ireland and will be delivered by either ourselves, CAFRE or the Ulster Beekeeping Association (UBKA) and the local Beekeeping Association affiliated to UBKA who, as shown in the table below, are cooperating closely to ensure all courses are the same. 

	CAFRE Course
	UBKA Course

	Course location
	Delivery by
	Course location
	Delivery by

	Antrim
	CAFRE
	Dromore              (Co Down)
	Dromore and District BKA

	Comber
	CAFRE
	Ballygawley  

(South Tyrone)
	UBKA 

	Enniskillen
	CAFRE
	Cullybackey        (Mid Antrim)
	Mid - Antrim BKA


Application form

When completing your application form please indicate which course you would like to attend. 

If you would like to attend a course delivered by CAFRE please make your payment out to CAFRE. 

Similarly if you would like to attend a course delivered by the UBKA, please make your payment out to your selected local Beekeeping Association. 

Courses will be filled on a first come first served basis. If you return your application form late you may not get to attend your course of preference and indeed if there is a large demand for training and courses are full you may miss the opportunity for training this year. 

The course runs for 10 evenings, one per week, commencing in mid January each year, with assessment in early May.
Return your completed application form and full payment for a CAFRE course to CAFRE or your completed application form for a UBKA course to your selected local Association as indicated on the application form before Monday 30th November 2009. When the courses have been organised you will receive an invitation to attend from either CAFRE or your selected local Association, depending on which course you have applied for, which will be at least 10 days before the course starts. The invitation will contain the training dates and venue. The minimum age for candidates participating in these courses is 16 years old.

If you have any further queries, regarding this training, please call 028 9442 6704.
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Yours faithfully

Kevin O’Donnell

Short Course Manager
Training/assessment undertaken may involve physical exercise or degrees of manual handling.  Anyone suffering from or ever having suffered from any medical condition, illness, injury or allergy or is pregnant should consult the College for further details on the contents of the course.  Applicants should consider their personal health and fitness and make any condition or difficulty with learning known to the Short Course Manager not less than one week prior to commencing training or assessment.
DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  AND  RURAL  DEVELOPMENT  FOR  NORTHERN  IRELAND

FIBKA PRELIMINARY APICULTURE COURSE APPLICATION FORM

PLEASE USE A SEPARATE APPLICATION FORM FOR EACH PERSON THAT REQUIRES TRAINING

NAME:________________________________________ (Block Capitals Please)

ADDRESS:___________________________________________________________________

_________________________ POSTCODE:______________ Date of Birth: _____________

TEL:______________________ 

 E-MAIL:____________________________________


Please tick which course you would like to attend (note who to make payment to)
	CAFRE Course
	Local BKA Course

	Course location
	Delivery by
	Tick ()
	Payment to
	Course location
	Delivery by
	Tick ()
	Payment to

	Antrim
	CAFRE
	
	CAFRE
	Dromore               (Co Down)
	Dromore and District BKA
	
	Dromore BKA

	Comber
	CAFRE

	
	CAFRE
	Ballygawley

(South Tyrone)
	UBKA
	
	UBKA

	Enniskillen
	CAFRE

	
	CAFRE
	Cullybackey

(Mid Antrim)
	Mid –Antrim BKA
	FULL
	UBKA


Preliminary beekeeping course (10 evenings)


@
£75.00  =
£ ______

FIBKA Preliminary beekeeping assessment fee


@
£15.00  =
£ ______









TOTAL COST (A)
   =
£ ______

I ENCLOSE A CHEQUE / POSTAL ORDER FOR £____________ MADE PAYABLE TO (SEE TABLE ABOVE)
Signed________________________________________           Date__________________
PLEASE RETURN COMPLETED FORM(S) AND PAYMENT TO: 

· CAFRE Course - CHARLENE GRAFFIN, CAFRE, GREENMOUNT CAMPUS, ANTRIM BT41 4PU.

· Local BKA COURSE - Dromore -  Norman  Walsh, 43 Edentrillick Rd, Hillsborough BT26 6PG




Mid- Antrim -  Mrs Lorraine McBride, 11 Ballyloughan Park, Ballymena BT43 5HW 

South Tyrone – UBKA Secretary, David McCartney  19 Delacherois Ave Lisburn BT27 4TR 
This fee covers training, training materials and the cost of assessment, if you decide not to register for assessment your assessment fee will be refunded after the course has finished.

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUERIES TELEPHONE 028 9442 6704 or e-mail charlene.graffin@dardni.gov.uk

The College of Agriculture Food and Rural Enterprise is committed to equality of opportunity and welcomes all applications irrespective of race, religion, gender or disability
The personal information provided by you will be held by CAFRE on a database, in accordance

with the Data Protection Act.  We may use this information to contact you regarding other CAFRE

courses; if you do not wish your details to be used for this purpose, please tick here

For Office Use Only Date Received:__________  Paid: Yes/No   £_____   Receipt No:_________  C.S.N. No______(If applicable) Dates Offered

	Course
	1
	2
	3
	Attended

	
	Training Days
	Date issued
	Training Days
	Date issued
	Training Days
	Date issued
	

	Pre-bees
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


